
CLASS 1 AND 2 CURRICULUM PLAN 2017/18 

YEAR A 
TERM SCIENCE GEOGRAPHY/HISTORY RE ENGLISH ART AND 

DESIGN 

DESING 

AND 

TECHNO

LOGY 

COMPUTING 

AUTUMN 1 

Superheroes 

‘Superhero senses’-  

Animals including Humans 

Identify, name, draw and label 

the basic parts of the human 

body. Through experimenting 

and investigating and 

identifying the different 

senses,  

children will be able to say 

which part of the body is 

associates with each sense. 

- Describe the importance for 

humans of exercise , eating the 

right amount of different types 

of food and hygiene. 

Name, locate and identify the 

characteristics of the 4 countries of the 

UK and their capital cities. Use maps 

and aerial photographs to identify and 

geographical language to describe key 

features. 

  

study and identify the human and 

physical geography of a small area of 

the United Kingdom (London vs 

Brasilia) 

 

study and identify the human and 

physical geography of a small area in a 

contrasting non - European country UK 

vs Africa/ Zambia 

 
use simple compass directions (North, 

South, East and West) and locational 

and directional language to describe the 

location of features/cities on a map. 

Is everybody 

special? 

Children will 

explore how 

and why 

people 

choose to 

belong to 

groups and 

religions. 

They will use 

the stories 

that Jesus 

told and we 

will look at 

the artefacts 

used in 

Britain 

Phonics – phase 3 and 5 (long vowel 

sounds), review and revise. Our topic is 

‘Superheroes’ for this term and we will 

be looking at  

Traction Man, (Mini Grey):  

 
 

Overall aims: To explore, interpret and 

respond to a picture book 
To explore characters and draw 

inferences to aid our understanding of 

them. To explore narrative plots and 

characters through role-play and play 

To broaden understanding and use of 

appropriate vocabulary 

To write character descriptions 

To write a short narrative episode  

Children will be writing descriptive 

sentences and creating comic strips. This 

will be followed up by focusing on short 

narrative, fact files, labels and captions.  

 

Information texts – dictionaries, 

glossaries, index, contents 

Investigate non-fiction books/ICT texts 

on similar themes to establish key 

organisation and presentation features. 

Write simple information texts 

incorporating labelled pictures and 

diagrams, charts, lists, as appropriate. 

Draw on knowledge and experience of 

texts in deciding and planning what and 

how to write. 

Use lines to 

represent 

shape or 
outline – 

Traction Man's 

enemies are 

everyday 

objects (e.g. a 

poisonous 

dishcloth, the 

Wicked 

Professor 

Spade). Can 

you design a 

new enemy for 

him? 

Draw an 

illustration of 

their favourite 

superhero or 

villain, using 

variety of 

drawing 

materials. Then 

create a 3D 

model using 

air-drying 

modelling clay 

or coloured 

dough. 

 

Children will 

generate, 

develop 
model and 

communicate 

their ideas 

through 

talking 

drawing, 

templates, 

mock-ups, 

and, where 

appropriate, 

information 

technology. 

 

design 
purposeful, 

functional, 

appealing 

products for 

themselves 

and other 

users based 

on design 

criteria 

 

children will 

design a 

superhero 

logo, make a 

cape using 

and 

exploring 

wide range 

of materials 

including 

textiles. 

Use technology 

purposefully to 

create, organise, 

store, manipulate 

and retrieve digital 

content – 

‘Make me a 

superhero lite app’ 

 

research superhero 

logos for their 

design and 

technology project 

 

 



AUTUMN 2 

We will 

remember -  

real life 

superheroes 

Plants – young gardeners 

 
Identify and compare a variety 

of common plants, including 

garden plants, wild plants and 

trees and those classified as 

deciduous and evergreen 

(Christmas trees). Identify and 

describe basic structure of 

common flowering plants. 

Find out what a plant needs to 

grow and stay healthy. 

Observe and describe how 

seeds vary from each other and 

how they travel. Observe and 

describe how seeds grow into 

mature plants. How do the 

seasons affect plant growth? 

 

 

 

Florence Nightingale 
The lives of significant individuals in 

the past who have contributed to 

national and international achievement. 

What, why and who are we 

remembering? 

 Children will understand the main 

problems with the treatment of soldiers 

prior to Florence Nightingale’s arrival 

 They can then identify the changes 

Florence made by comparing two 

paintings 

 They understand that the changes were 

made very quickly and brought about 

important improvements in survival 

 They can demonstrate their 

understanding by composing a letter, 

written by Florence. 

 

 

 

 

Why did 

God give 

Jesus to the 

world? 

 
Reflect on 

the 

Christmas 

story and the 

reasons for 

Jesus’ birth. 

Does the 

world need 

to be 

saved/helped

? Why? 

What can I 

learn from 

stories from 

religious 

traditions? 

 

Explore, 

compare and 

contrast 

different 

versions of 

the 

Christmas 

story 

Phonics-  

Phase 3 letters and sounds and phase 5 – 

review and revise  

Remembrance and fireworks 

Read and respond to a range of poems 

with different patterned structures. 

Rhyme, rhythm, read aloud and discuss 

favourite poets. Use structure to write 

own. Explore the different patterns 

created, both by the words and phrases 

used and sequenced, and by the way the 

text is laid out on page or screen. Use 

structures to write own calligrams and 

shape poem. 

 

Happiness is a watermelon on your 

head. (Stella Dreis) 

 

 
 

and 

 

Christmas stories- identify and sequence 

key events in the Nativity story. Explore 

different versions. 

Retell from different points of view. 

 

In art children 

will identify 

the changes 

Florence 

Nightingale 

made by 

comparing and 

labelling two 

paintings. 

 

Fireworks art 
– masking out 

and splattering, 

create a printed 

piece of art by 

pressing, 

rolling, rubbing 

and stamping. 

 

Compare 
ideas, methods 

and approaches 

in own and 

others work and 

say what they 

think and feel 

about them. 

Identify what 

they might 

change in their 

current work or 

develop in their 

future work 

 

Moving 

parts 
Children will 

make 

pinwheel 

poppies for 

Remembranc

e day – 

explore how 

to join paper 

to make the 

poppy move. 

 

Pop 

up/moving 

parts 

Christmas 

cards –

explore 

different 

joins and 

levers to 

create 

moving 

parts. 

E-Safety 

Explore how 

technology is used 

in and out of school. 

Identify different 

methods of 

communication 

online and how to 

use them safely. 

Begin to understand 

that not everything 

on the internet is 

true. Understand 

what to do if 

something worrying 

is discovered or 

help is needed 



SPRING 1 

Oceans, 

habitats and 

food webs 

 

Living things and their 

habitats 
Distinguish between things 

that were once alive, - how do 

we know? What do all animals 

do that makes them alive? 

Identify and name a variety of 

common animals, that are 

birds, fish, amphibians, 

reptiles, mammals and 

invertebrates. Distinguish 

between carnivores, herbivores 

and omnivores. What is a 

habitat? Which animals and 

plants live in each habitat? 

How are some animals adapted 

to their environment?  

Food chains 

Location knowledge & Human and 

physical geography 
Name and locate world’s continents and 

oceans. Describe simple human and 

physical features about the continents of 

the world and make comparisons 

between them.  

 

Identify key areas on the globe – equator 

and poles – how does weather and 

climate vary across the globe and why? 

 

Ask geographical questions – where is 

it? What is this place like? How near/far 

is it? 

Is it 

important to 

celebrate 

the New 

Year? 
Explore 

ways that 

different 

people in 

different 

faiths 

celebrate 

New Year. 

Are religious 

celebrations 

important to 

people?  

Is God 

important to 

everyone? 

Phonics – letters and sounds phase 4 

and 6 

 

The Snail and The Whale  

(Julia Donaldson) 

th 

 

 

 

 

Commotion 

in the  

ocean 

(Giles Andreae, David Wojtowycz) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Children will re-tell the story, highlight 

the main events and characters 

behaviours, describe the journey the 

snail and whale took together and use 

adjectives to talk about what the snail 

could see, hear, smell and feel. 

  

Drama, speaking & listening - building 

the children's confidence and enjoyment 

in literacy. Children will have the 

opportunity to be 'in role' as the snail and 

whale characters. They will be 

encouraged to think about when the 

characters might have felt happy, sad, 

relaxed, cold, scared and excited. They 

will then create a 'dramatic 

conversation'.  

Compose and write simple sentences 

independently to communicate meaning. 

Write simple and compound sentences 

 

‘Have a whale 

of a time!’ 

to develop a 

wide range of 

art and design 

techniques in 

using colour, 

pattern, texture, 

line, shape, 

form and space. 

Use drawings, 

paint and 

collage to 

portray 

different 

habitats. Record 

from 

observations. 

Explore 

different 

printing 

techniques. 

Secret 

Messages 

Write a secret 

message from 

the snail on the 

whale’s back 

with glue. 

Reveal the 

snail’s message 

by sprinkling 

glitter over the 

whale’s back.  

select from 

and use a 

range of 

tools and 

equipment to 

perform prac

tical tasks. 

 

Create 

jellyfish 

using paper 

plates and 

crepe paper 

and  

create a shoe 

box under 

the ocean 

scene. 

Use technology 

purposefully to 

create, organise, 

store, manipulate 

and retrieve digital 

content 

 

Use the internet to 

create fact files for a 

sea creature of their 

choice including 

food web.  

 

Multimedia and 

word processing 

 

Children will 

develop their 

formalities with the 

keyboard, including 

the spacebar, 

backspace, shift and 

enter. They will 

learn to add texts 

and photographs. 



SPRING 2 

Traditional 

Tales 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Materials:  

Identify and name a variety of 

everyday materials, including 

wood, plastic, glass, metal, 

water and rock. 

What are the names of 

common materials and what 

are they used for? 

 

Make a Big Bad Wolf! 

 

Find out how the shapes of 

solid objects made from some 

materials can be changed by 

squashing, bending, twisting 

and stretching.  

Forces – push and pull 

 

All children will be able to 

experiment with forces using 

air drying modelling clay. 

Children will be working 

scientifically   observing 

closely, and using simple 

equipment as well as using 

their observations and ideas to 

suggest answers to question 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

History 

 

Events beyond living memory 

that are significant nationally or 

globally. 
 

The Great Fire of London 

Easter 

 

Explore how the 

church celebrates 

Easter. Are 

symbols better 

than words at 

expressing 

religious belief? 

Look at the 

disciples and the 

crowd and focus 

on Palm Sunday 

and Jesus’ entry 

into Jerusalem. 

‘Little red Riding Hood’  

Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation. 

Focus on punctuation - sentences with 

different forms, statement, exclamation, 

command and question. 

 

Read traditional stories with examples of 

predictable and patterned language. 

Retell familiar stories using appropriate 

voice for different characters and 

incorporating some formal story 

language. Compare the themes, settings 

and characters in several stories. Locate 

key descriptive words and phrases. 

Identify sequence of events and compare 

the plots of different stories. Write/begin 

to write own stories in style of traditional 

tale. 

 

 

 

 

We will look at 

print making 

and collage. 

Start to explore 

repeating 

patterns. 

Children will 

use colour and 

different 

textures to 

create a 

newspaper 

wolf. 

Technical 

knowledge 

 

DT1.4 – 

build 

structures, 

exploring 

how they can 

be made 

stronger, 

stiffer and 

more stable. 

 

Design DT 

1.1a 

Explore and 

use 

mechanisms 

in their 

products: 

 

Make a 

structure –  

which 

follows 

design 

criteria, 

using and 

exploring  

variety of 

materials. 

Understanding of 

algorithms 

 Children will learn 

that a character is an 

object that can be 

controlled to do 

actions when keys 

are pressed, and 

begin to develop an 

understanding of 

algorithms  

Program Red 

Riding Hood to be 

able to move in 

different directions 

when different keys 

are pressed 

 

 

SUMMER 1 Everyday Materials Changes within living memory.  Can stories Letters and sounds recap phase 5 (ready Medieval Explore and Children will use a 



Medieval 

Times 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Distinguish between an object 

and the material from which it 

is made 

Compare and group together a 

variety of everyday materials 

on the basis of their simple 

physical properties 

(history and geography 

When was the Medieval period? 

Locate it on a timeline. What was 

castle life like in the past? How is it 

different to today? How were 

castles designed? What were the 

main features of them? What are 

coats of arms? Who were knights? 

What did they do? How did people 

entertain themselves – (falconry, 

jousting, court jesters)? 

 

Where are there castles in the UK? 

Locating key castles in key cities on 

map of UK. Why have they been 

built in those places?  Where are the 

nearest ones to us? What are they 

like now? What can we learn from 

them? How does the English 

heritage care for historical site? 

change people? 

Explore the way 

that the Old 

Testament and 

the New 

Testament stories 

show that people 

are changed. 

What do I believe 

I am? What can I 

learn from stories 

from religious 

traditions? Focus 

on Judaism. 

for phonics screening test) and phase 6 

 

Recount – Life in a Medieval Castle 

Write first person recounts retelling 

historical events. Use adverbs of time to 

aid sequencing, and maintaining 

consistency in tense and person 

 

Instructions – Biscuit Bear (Mini Grey) 

 

 
Read and follow simple instructions. 

Read and write statements of purpose, 

list materials, sequential steps, 

direct/imperative language. Use 

diagrams. 

Tapestry 

Create chords 

and plaits 

Change and 

modify threads 

and fabrics by 

knotting. 

fraying, 

fringing, 

pulling threads, 

twisting, 

plaiting. 

Study 

traditional 

Medieval 

Tapestry and 

identify 

common 

themes. 

Work together 

to produce a 

group piece, 

based on 

traditional 

Medieval 

tapestries. 

Compare ideas, 

methods and 

approaches in 

own and others 

work and say 

what they think 

and feel about 

them. 

Identify what 

they might 

change in their 

current work or 

develop in their 

future work. 

use 

mechanisms 

in their 

products. 

How did 

medieval 

carriages 

move? Why 

did people 

need them? 

 

Create and 

evaluate a 

simple 

medieval 

carriage with 

wheels and 

axels, using 

design 

criteria. 

paint package to 

create a picture to 

communicate their 

ideas. They will 

then learn to 

explore shape, line 

and colour to 

communicate a 

specific idea. They 

will then learn to 

print and save their 

pictures without 

help. 

SUMMER 2 Animals including humans Geography: How should Into the forest (Anthony Browne) Piet Mondrian  Cooking and Recognise common 



Forest Life 

 

 

Describe and compare the 

structure of variety of common 

animals (fish, amphibians, 

reptiles, birds, mammals, 

including pets) 

 

Notice that animals including 

humans have offspring which 

grow into adults 

 

 

We will use aerial photography and plan 

perspectives to recognise landmarks and 

basic human and physical features; 

devise a simple map and use and 

construct basic symbols in a key. 

 

Use simple fieldwork and observational 

skills to study the geography of their 

school and its grounds and the key 

human and physical features of its 

surrounding environment. 

 

 Where do we live? Name, locate and 

identify characteristics of the four 

countries and their capital cities and its 

surrounding seas.  How is an island 

different from mainland? Use maps and 

aerial photographs to identify and 

geographical language to describe key 

features. How is the land used? (jobs, 

transport)? How can we use keys to 

record features on the map? Compare 

contrast and identify likes and dislikes 

of Sunningwell and Isle of Coll, 

including human and physical features, 

landscape, weather, lifestyle, etc 

Explain the facilities that a village, town 

and city may need and give reasons. 

How could Sunningwell and Coll 

communities be improved? 

 

Look at where in the world rainforests 

are (as part of our English work on 

‘where the wild things are’) 

 

you spend 

the 

weekend? 

Explore the 

Shabbat. Are 

symbols 

better than 

words at 

expressing 

beliefs? Does 

it feel special 

to belong? 

 

 
 

 

 

Where the Wild Things Are (Maurice 

Sendak) 

 

 
Read adventure story by significant 

author, picking out key events, focusing 

on structure. Discuss key characters and 

build profiles. Consider how events alter 

actions. Predict what might happen next 

in the story. Begin to plan and write own 

sustained adventure stories. 

 

 

 

 Who is he? 

What is he 

famous for? 

Children to 

create their own 

Mondrian 

artwork using 

different types 

of equipment 

(paint, chalk, 

oil pastels). 

They will then 

compare and 

contrast these 

and describe 

which is best 

and why. They 

can use the 

IPads to make 

their own 

Mondrian 

picture. 

nutrition 

Use the basic 

principles of 

a healthy and 

varied diet to 

prepare 

dishes. 

 

What types 

of fruit and 

vegetables 

do we know?  

Explore a 

variety of 

fruits and 

vegetables, 

what they 

look like, 

taste like and 

feel like, as 

well as how 

to prepare 

fruits and 

vegetables 

through 

cutting, 

grating, 

peeling and 

more.  

 

We will plan 

and prepare 

some fruit 

salad to learn 

some basic 

food and 

hygiene 

skills. 

 

 

use of technology 

beyond school 

 

I can recognise 

ways that 

technology is used 

in my home and 

community and I 

can tell you why I 

use technology in 

my home and 

community. 

 I can use links to 

websites to find 

information  

 I am starting to 

understand that 

other people have 

created the 

information I use.  

 

 

 


