
Foundation Stage Medium Term Plan – Reception Summer 1  -  Green Fingers and  Mini beasts 

Week and 
Focus 

Personal, Social and 
Emotional 

Communication, Language 
and Literacy 

Mathematics  Understanding the world Physical 
Development 

Expressive Arts and 
Design 



Week 1  
 

Relationship- how people 
perceive each other 
 
The relationship 

between people and 
animals. 

The Secret Garden  
Predict what the story might be 
about; 
Setting, characters, story map. 
Encourage imagination- finding 
the key- what might be in the 
garden? 
Drama- act out a scene from 
the story. 
Nursery Rhymes- rhyming 
words. 
Garden Centre- leaflets, 
labels, captions 

Orders items by weight 
or capacity. 
Use everyday language 
related to money. 
 
Counting, adding 
subtracting 
 
Story problems 
 

Geography- locate India 
and England on the world 
map; pictures from India 
and England- discuss 
similarities and differences. 
History- the origins of 
Nursery Rhymes “Mary, 
Mary quite contrary”. 
Science – Plant own 
sunflower seed and set up 
a Class 1 Garden in the 
spinney; investigate 
/observe different kinds of 
seeds/ Start a class 
herbarium  

Travel with 
confidence and skill 
around, under, over 
and through 
balancing and 
climbing equipment. 
 
Handle tools, objects, 
construction and 
malleable materials 
safely and with 
increasing control. 

Introduce the works 
of art of Vincent van 
Gogh – Sunflowers. 
Paint/draw/ make/cut 
out sunflowers – 
class display 
 
Make musical 
instruments using 
seeds. 
 
Junk modelling  
 
Sing Nursery Rhymes 

Week 2 
 

Team work 
Helping others 

The Enormous Turnip 
 
Setting/Story map/ characters 
Build own story 
Make a story book, illustrate it 
Write key words/ captions/ 
sentences. 
  
Design and write own turnip 
seed packet. 
 
 
 

Counting, adding 
subtracting 
 
Ordinal numbers/ 
sequencing  
Critical thinking 
 
Measuring – comparing 
the length of 3 objects 
Order items by size. 

Science- forces  push and 
pull  
- explore inside and outside 
of various fruit and 
vegetables 
 
Class herbarium - continue 
 
 
 

Healthy eating 
 
Act out the story in a 
dance session. 
 
Gym/dance 

Draw/paint still life. 
 
Sing “The farmers 
chant”. 
 
Make own song  
using the musical 
instruments. 

Week 3 
 

Cause and effect The Tiny seed  
Prompt children to ask 
questions (what, how etc) 
about the story of the small 
seed. 
Shared writing “A day in the 
life of a tiny seed”  
Make a poster / add a caption 
– the plant cycle 
 
Non-fiction text – seeds 
 

Counting/ordering/addin
g/ grouping seeds 
Patterns 
Story problems 
Critical thinking 
 
 

Science – life cycle of a 
plant 
Watch video “How plants 
grow” 
 
Types of seeds – grow own 
seeds 
 
Class herbarium - continue 

Different ways of 
moving 
 
Exercise and healthy 
eating 

Draw/cut/paint/ own 
picture of a different 
types of plants 
 
Musical instruments 
made out of plants / 
music  instruments 
that use seeds to 
create sounds. 
 

Week 4 
 

Expressing own opinions The very hungry caterpillar-
fiction 
Story sequence 
Write own version of the story 
Create own puppet show 
+ Life cycle collection 
(caterpillar-butterfly) non -
fiction 
 

Sorting/grouping 
Graph- food types (most 
/least) 
 
Counting/adding/ 
Subtracting 
 
Story problems 

Science- sorting foods into 
healthy/unhealthy 
 
Life cycle of a caterpillar- 
butterfly- sequencing 
 
Watch a video of the 
butterfly metamorphosis 
 
Geography – different 
types of butterflies – 
location/pictures 
 

Team games 
Collaborate in 
throwing, 
rolling, fetching and 
receiving games. 

Make own story book- 
cutting holes and 
illustrating the 
scenes/make a pop-
up book. 
Paint/draw /print own 
butterfly 
Caterpillar collage 



Week 5 
 

Express and 
communicate different 
feelings and emotions – 
their own and those of 
others 

The bad tempered ladybird 
Discuss characters/ setting. 
Describe the characters. 
Draw and label pictures of mini 
beasts – create a class 
display. Make own story book 
(shared writing/independent 
writing) 

Find the total number 
of items in two groups 
by counting all of them; 
one more/one less 
than a given number. 
Write number 
sentences (Record 
using marks that they 
can interpret and 
explain). 

  Double/halve/sharing/ 
symmetry. 

Discuss ways we can look 
after the world. 
Identify different species of 
ladybirds; What do 
ladybirds eat? 
Do ladybirds sleep? 
Look at the ladybird 
lifecycle. 
Ladybird hunt. 
 

Move in a controlled 
way and stop on 
command. 
 
Make clay models of 
mini beasts. 
 

Print ladybird spots 
on paintings 
Music/role play. 

Week 6 
 

Relationships - 
Discuss why the spider 
didn't want to play with 
the other animals. 
How would you  feel if 
a friend wouldn't play 
with you? 
Caring for others. 

The very busy spider  
-children talk about their 
own pets. Do they have any 
of the animals in the story 
as pets? 
-using story puppets 
children retell the story; 
-sequence the story in the 
correct order. 
-act out the story, describe 
what the different animals 
look like. 
-write a poem about the 
very busy spider- rhyming 
words 
-talk about the characters 
and the setting of the story.  
 
 

Shapes- make 
animals using just 
shapes. 
Counting, one more 
one less- make a 
spider number line; 
compare two sets of 
objects 
(‘more/fewer”) 
Add/subtract /story 
problems 
. 
 

Watch a video of a 
spider spinning a web. 
-discuss type of food the 
different animals in the 
story eat. 
-label the different parts 
of a spider. 
-investigate  why dew 
hangs off spiders webs. 
-find out why spiders 
webs are sticky. 
-find out what types of  
insects spiders like to 
eat. 
-collect a real spiders 
web on black card; 
different types of 
spiders. 
 
 

Make some 
origami animals. 
Thread your own 
spiders web 
(thread/paper 
plates) 
Make a pom pom 
spider.  
Practice cutting 
along spider web 
lines. 
Encourage children 
to try new foods, 
and discuss the 
importance of 
eating healthy. 
 
Travels with 
confidence around/ 
under/over 
balancing and 
climbing 
equipment. 
 

-sing the story, 
encourage the 
children to join in 
by clapping to the 
beat. 
-make  story 
sticks, printing out 
the animals and 
stick velcro on 
them. 
-sing nursery 
rhymes that relate 
to the story 'the 
very busy spider.' 
... incy wincy 
spider, old Mc 
donald had a farm, 
baba baa black 
sheep, five little 
ducks... 
Make animal hats; 
animal hand print 
pictures; paper 
plate animals 
Use black icing to 
make spiders webs 
on biscuits. 
 

Week 7 
 

How do our actions affect 
other people? 

“I spy in the garden” 
Make own I spy book 
Write instructions for looking 
after mini beasts. 

Sort sets of mini beasts 
- number of legs –more 
and less 

Go on a mini beasts trail in 
the local environment- visit 
local park/spinney. 
 

Design/make masks 
for mini beast world 
Gym/dance 

Draw a picture of the 
class garden 
(spinney) 
Use paper mache / 
card paper to make 
mini beasts spotted in 
the garden. 

 


